Galvanic excitement of contraction in the paralyzed muscles is often decidedly useful; but it is a measure which requires to be employed with moderation and at intervals of about twenty-four hours. If resorted to too early, or too freely, it exhausts the nervous power of the affected muscles.
The principles of the treatment of diphtheria are precise and simple ; and yet there are few if any diseases which more severely tax the patience, ingenuity, and therapeutic resources of the physician. He has to devise and carry out innumerable little details which do not admit of description, and yet upon which success or failure may depend. He has also more frequently in this than in most diseases, difficulty in holding his own against the wishes of despairing affection, too eager to seek counsel from some special quack, or to try an infallible nostrum, which meddlesome ignorance has declared to have been successful in a "precisely similar case."
